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English Department
Term 2 has been a blur of activity within the English Department and looking back through this blur of activity a few significant landmarks 
appear. The major focus this term has been the mid-year exams. Examinations are a reality of Year 12 graduation and it is sensible to get 
students familiar with examination technique as early as possible. 

It is good the see the mix of academic and creative writing being produced across the year levels. Ms Forbes-Harper has entered a number 
of poems from her Year 8 G class into the Dorothy Mackellar poetry competition. The Year 7s are busy deconstructing animated films to 
see how a director manipulates the camera to achieve certain effects. Mr Baker’s Year 10A English class will soon begin their first TAFE 
certificate and Mr Murray’s 9A English class are producing a multi-media extravaganza on the novel Tomorrow When the War Began, by 
John Marsden. The Year 12 English students went to Edith Cowan University for an English seminar. 

So, it’s business as usual in the English Department.

Mr Rob Manning - Head of English

Mathematics Department
It has been a busy term in the Mathematics Department with Mathletics reaching unprecedented numbers and mathematics tutorials 
booming.Many students have been taking advantage of the tutorials offered after school on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, particularly in the 
Middle and Senior Schools. With exams looming some afternoons saw upwards of 25 students attend. A special thanks to all those staff who 
give up their time every week to help out at tutorial. Mathletics has grown in popularity with more than 215 students now signed up for 
online fun, ranging from Year 1 to Year 10. Mr. Whirledge’s Year 5 class gain special mention as the class with the most awards to date and 
should be congratulated for all the hard work they must be doing at home.
In the classroom all students have been spending time preparing for their exams and most have gained valuable experience from sitting them. 
I have had the privilege recently of viewing some of the great work done by Junior School students and have been especially impressed by the 
Magic Squares and Soma Cubes created by Mr. Day’s class.
Keep counting and may the fours be with you!

Mr Nigel Snelson - Head of Mathematics

SOSE
This issue of the Gazette is an excellent opportunity to show you a 
highlight of Year 10 Society and Environment last term – The Year 
10 Election.  Students were 
required to join a political party 
of their choice, establish policy 
platforms and select candidates 
who then delivered campaign 
speeches to their peers.  The 
Electoral Commission came 
out to the School to coordinate 
the event, providing an 
authentically political event.  
We hope you enjoy the photos.

Mrs Cherie Russell
Head of SOSE Above: Talon giving his candidate’s speech 

Left: Ashlee promoting her party

Ms Coleman tutoring Year 9 boys Some peer-to-peer tutoring
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Visual Arts
Middle/ Senior

Term 2 is shaping up to be very busy in room 24. Set design is 
underway for Joseph by the talented year 11 art students. The 
backdrops will feature graffiti style art work and other parts of 
the set will employ some innovative design. Year 12s complete 
their first semester Art History exams and second projects by the 
end of term. Year 10s commenced their colourful pop art pieces 
and over 50 students in year 9 have produced Escher influenced 
designs in silk screen and lino. The results are stunning. After 
studying Greek art, year 8s are making relief sculptures from 
clay and year 7 continue to focus on Indigenous influences using 
textiles. Year 6 had fun experimenting with calligraphy. We are 
now in the process of creating an illuminated letter design of 
green frogs and crustaceans.

Mrs Jillian Haydock - Art Specialist

 

Junior

Our drawings grow as we grow!  We can all learn to draw and 
drawing is a skill for life!  

Junior School has looked at why we learn to draw and how they 
might use drawing in their life. As their skills have improved 
Junior School has been producing some fantastic drawings. 
They have focused on the process of layering a drawing, from 
its construction phase looking at shapes, to details, shading 
and mark making. Students’ confidence in their drawings has 
increased as their skills have increased! Look out for our live 
drawings Middle/ Senior Visual Art!

Ms Annie Winchcombe - Art Specialist
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Science Department

With the year half finished for years 7-10 and two thirds gone for years 
11 and 12, there has been a lot going on in the Science Department.

We have had a visit from SCITECH and QUESTACON, who both 
conducted Science shows for students to expose them to a whole range 
of interesting Science facts and demonstrations, including slime, space 
dome, sports technology, Whale Sharks and bionics.

We have had a visit from a PhD student from the University of WA 
who conducted tests on year 10 and 12 students to get data for his 
thesis on blood sugar and its influence on memory and all students 
from 7 to 12 have completed their first round of examinations for this 
year. In addition to this, our Science laboratories are now powered by 
solar power which supplies most of the electricity that is needed to 
run the lights (while saving us money and reducing the amount of 
Greenhouse Gases that we add to the environment).

And we still have half the year to go! 

Mr Steve Treloar - Head of Science

LOTE
It has been a very busy term so far in Italian classes. Year 7 students have been learning about schooling in Italy and have even learnt the 
alphabet in Italian! The year 8 students have been learning about the Italian influence on the fashion industry and the year 9 students have 
worked with aspects of physical appearance.

In the Junior School some students have been learning questions and answers for basic introductions and are expecting to be tested by Signora 
Richmond at any time, maybe in the shops, maybe in the playground! So if you have a year 4, 5 or 6 student at home be prepared; they may 
practice their questions and answers on you! The year 2 and 3 students have had great fun learning to tell the time and playing “Che ore sono, 
signor Lupo” (What’s the time, Mr Wolf!).

The Preprimary and Year 1 classes have been learning about how to tell the doctor what is wrong with them. They have had a great time 
bandaging each other and role playing, telephoning the doctor to be “healed”!

Signora Justine Richmond - Italian Specialist

Clockwise from top left: Emily and James make a footprint cast in 
Forensic Science; Mackenzie examines a DNA model; David and 
Jordan emerge from the Space Dome assisted by Mrs Roberts; Aidan has 
his blood sugar tested

Clockwise from left:
Jack Freeman Yr 1
Bonnie Fraser Yr 6
Mitchell Shaw Yr 6
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Food & Textiles
One of the highlights in Year 7 this term was the opportunity to 
plan, prepare and serve a breakfast in limited time and I hope some 
mothers were lucky enough to have a breakfast cooked for them 
on Mother’s Day. The first two groups of year 9 students have 
completed their rotation in Food Technology and I hope there are 
a number of families enjoying meals cooked for them. A highlight 
in Year 10 this term was the planning, preparing and serving of 
food for an International Buffet. The Early Childhood Studies 
class have been visited by Natalie, Kirra and Riley. The students 
enjoyed the opportunity to listen to parenting experiences from 
Natalie and interact with the children. 

Mrs Lisa Ness

Head of House Geographe / Foods and Textiles Teacher

Technology & Enterprise
Students of Technology & Enterprise have certainly been busy  
this term. The photos show the range and talent of these boys  
and girls with a range of materials.

Mr Mark Nagtzaam - Teacher Technology and Enterprise

Resource Centre
On 21st May our Kindergarten and Preprimary students joined 
over 70,000 other children around the country in participating in 
the National Simultaneous Storytime. The literary talents of this 
year’s author, Amanda Graham, and the performing talents of our 
own Mr Rixon reading “Arthur” proved a winning combination! 
In week 5 the School celebrated the life of our patron, Georgiana 
Molloy, our Australian literary heritage, local flora and local 
Aboriginal culture by 
hosting the book launch 
of Georgiana: Woman of 
Flowers by award winning 
author Libby Hathorn. 
A big thankyou to all 
our wonderful library 
volunteers - we couldn’t 
do it without you!

Mrs Jane Snee
Library Technician

Careers/vet
Universities Visit

On Tuesday the 13th May GMAS hosted a Universities Presentation from the five 
Western Australian Universities for Year 11 and 12s. The program began with a general 
presentation to more than 70 students, followed by individual presentations from 
Curtin University, Edith Cowan University, Murdoch University and 
the University of Western Australia. This was a fantastic opportunity for 
students to access information from all Universities in the one location. 

Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) Induction Day

South West VETlink hosted the event at Abbey Beach Resort. The day included 
workshops in Workplace Etiquette and Occupational Health and Safety.

Top: Year 11 Students at the SWL Induction Day at Abbey Beach Resort
Right: Year 10 Students attending a Dairy Industry Presentation

Right: Kelsey having  
her first nurse of Riley

Below: Ricky and Jack cooking their 
French Toast

Clockwise  
from above:

Meg with her 
 acrylic box

Rosemary with her 
lady bug game board

Brendan shows how 
it should be done
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Outdoor Education 
1a/1b

This is the first time Outdoor Education has been offered as a 
Year 11 or 12 subject at G.M.A.S. From 2009 it will be a T.E.E. 
subject also. There are 8 students who have taken on the course 
which involves learning a lot about our environment, navigation, 
expedition planning and snorkelling. We had our first expedition 
to Rottnest Island on March 26 – 28th, 2008 - this is what 
Maddison thought of it.

“Rottnest 2008 camp was awesome with a great group, great 
teacher, great weather, great location and just an all-round great 
atmosphere we couldn’t go wrong. And I learnt to snorkel which 
was a great achievement for me. I can’t wait for our next 2008 
Outdoor Education camp.”

ICC

Our two Interschool Cross Country competitions (SWISSA, at 
Mornington PCYC Camp in Harvey, held on 20th May; and ACC, 
at Perry Lakes, Perth on 29th May) were great competitions that 
showed the strength of our school in cross country. Many students 
had great race times and finished well up in placings, particularly the 
ACC competition, where up to 260 students participate in the one 
race. Congratulations to all members of our GMAS Cross Country 
team, you were fantastic participants and team members.

Stand out results were:

SWISSA

U14 Girls 8th Tamika Breen 13:36
U15 Boys 9th Michael Gallier 13:11
U15 Girls 1st Alice Hall 9:34
U15 Girls 8th Celine Howie 10:54
U17 Girls 1st Abby Williams 12:28
Open Girls 4th Keeva Spencer Wright 14:02

ACC

U14 Boys 91st Matthew Gordon (248 competitors)
U14 Girls 89th Tamika Breen, 101st Eilish Bourne  
(220 competitors)
U15 Boys 98th Dylan Ness, 103 Mitchell Fraser, 105 John 
Bruce, 107 Rhys Morrissey (260 competitors)
U15 Girls 12th Alice Hall, 41 Celine Howie, 84 Lauren Clarke 
(200 competitors)
U17 Girls 8th Abby Williams (144 competitors)
U19 Girls 10th Keeva Spencer Wright (137 competitors)

Mrs Robyn Vogel - Head of Health and Physical Education

Junior School Physical Education
This term, the main focus of our Physical Education lessons is practising for the Interhouse Cross Country Carnival. The students 
have been participating in a variety of fitness activities and trying hard to improve their running technique. We have talked about the 
importance of stretching, deep breathing and pacing ourselves when running over a long distance. The Early Childhood classes have 
been counting how many laps of the football field they can do and trying to improve on it every week. The older children have been 
working on their fitness on the 1km course and improving aspects of running such as stride length, arm movements and timing of 
their breathing. I am so impressed with the efforts of all the Junior School students while we have been practising for the cross country. 
It is great to see everyone trying their hardest and also encouraging their classmates whilst we are out training. Well done!  
 
Ms Kate Melia
Physical Education Specialist

Clockwise from top: About to leave; The morning after; It was THIS big! 


