
 
 

Mon 8 June 2009 

 

From the Principal 

Last week, with Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea, Open Day and Grandparents 
visit, the School was very much on show and it was a very proud time for 

GMAS.  
 

The buzz and excitement of students from K-12 as they gathered in the Junior 

School Undercover Area selecting their cakes, lollies, drink or sausages to             
fundraise for the Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea was simply wonderful; a 

school in unity supporting a most worthy cause. I asked Brendon May, Joshua 

Koch and Ben Leask to plan the day with the view of the Middle School to        
owning this fundraising event, through the provision of food and refreshments 

and with Year 9 to be the leaders, providing the service and clean up. I               
appreciate the work done behind the scenes by Mr Nazzari and on the day by 

Mrs May, Mrs Alers and Mr Kosicki, Mrs Ness and Mrs Mewett. 
 

I am always proud to show off the School and the students’ work and the Open 

Day was a perfect avenue to do this for parents, grandparents and those looking 

at GMAS for the first time. I was immensely proud of the way all students and 
staff took to showing GMAS at its best, fully engaged in delivering quality               

education to our students. From general classroom activities, to sporting, scientific, industrial arts and art displays to cameo 
public instrumental, vocal and dance performances around the School. I have had many compliments on the students’               

presentation, their interaction with our visitors and the  general maintenance of the School. Thank you to all students who 

were part of the welcoming and touring party, the musicians and dancers, the P & FA for their ongoing support and               
commitment to GMAS and the Executive for their part in promoting the School. I greatly appreciate the staff attempting to 

complete their curriculum, yet they ensured parents were welcomed and accommodated in class visits. The number of visitors 
to Open Day was considerable. The Executive staff conducted tours with Fr Earle indicating he had over 50 tour the School 

with him during the morning. This was a wonderful way to complete the week of education. 
 

Last Sunday a number of our students were Baptised and Confirmed into the Anglican faith at St Mary’s Church in Busselton. 

Congratulations to each of the candidates and we extend 

our thanks to Fr Earle Chamberlain for the preparation of 
the students, Fr Graeme Weaver for his assistance, the 

musicians for their accompanying and the Senior School 
students for their leadership and moral support during the 

service and in assisting with the morning tea that followed. 
 

Following consultation with AISWA and Dr Stephen 

Cohen, I have attached a school policy on H1N1 

(Human Swine Influenza) to this newsletter. A copy 
has been placed on the School website. Any enquiries to 

the School should be directed to the School Business 
Manager, Mrs Ann Willis.  

A SCHOOL OF THE ANGLICAN SCHOOLS COMMISSION (INC) 
Phone: (08) 9752 5252     PO Box 920   BUSSELTON   WA   6280                Fax: (08) 9752 5299 



 
There have been instances recently where lyrics to songs, in particular to dance routines, have been questioned. I have          

instructed staff to be very mindful of the appropriateness of songs that students perform and vet material accordingly. I ask 
that parents too are vigilant and support the School on this matter. 
 

I and the School are most grateful to Fr Graeme Weaver and his wife Sarah for the donation of the family Yamaha electric 
organ to the School. It will be a good asset to students as they further their musical experiences at GMAS. 
 

Congratulations to PPG and 4G for their colouring for Columbia art exhibition, held last week. It was a wonderful success 
with the huge turnout of parents and grandparents who immensely enjoyed mingling with the children, having a cup of tea and 

biscuits and looking at the great pictures the children had coloured. Together they raised over $113, a brilliant effort for 
those less privileged. Special thanks to Mr Cuthbert and Miss Pye for their leadership and dedication to our students.  
 

Congratulations are extended to Enrichment Teacher Mrs Val Best who has been successful in achieving her Certificate IV in 
Teacher Aide. 
 

Over the coming weeks there will be a modification to the Tutor time programme for Secondary School students. Please    
refer to Rev Tim Russell’s article further into the newsletter and in detail on the website. 
 

Mr Bruce Rixon 
Principal 

 

From the chaplain 

Thank you to all who assisted in making the Confirmation and Baptism service a great success last weekend, especially to        
Leigh-Aire Hall, Deb Harrison, Mrs Deroost and her musicians, the School Captains, and the people of St Mary’s. 
 

If you put a buzzard in a six or eight square foot pen which is entirely open at the top, the bird, in spite of his ability to fly, will 
be an absolute prisoner. The reason is that a buzzard always begins a flight from the ground with a run of ten or twelve feet. 

Without space to run, as is his habit, he will not even attempt to fly, but will remain a prisoner for life in a small jail with no 

top.  
 

The ordinary bat that flies around at night, a remarkable nimble creature in the air, cannot take off from a level place. If it is 

placed on the floor or flat ground, all it can do is shuffle about helplessly and, no doubt, painfully, until it reaches some slight 
elevation from which it can throw itself into the air. Then, at once, it takes off like a flash.  
 

A bumblebee, if dropped into an open tumbler, will be there until it dies, unless it is taken out. It never sees 
the means of escape at the top, but persists in trying to find some way out through the sides near the           

bottom. It will seek a way where none exists, until it completely destroys itself.  
 

In many ways, there are lots of people like the buzzard, the bat and the bee. They are struggling about with 

all their problems and frustrations, not realising that the answer is right there above them.  As we move from the season of 
Easter to Pentecost, let us be people who are part of the solution and not the problem.  
 

Father Earle Chamberlain  
Chaplain 

 

From the Deputy Principal 

2009 Year 12 TEE Revision Seminars 

Wesley College is conducting TEE Revision Seminars for all West Australian Year 12 students during the first week of the July 

holidays from Monday 6 July to Friday 10 July 2009. Book early as the small class sizes fill quickly. 
 

Further information and enrolment forms are available on the Wesley website at www.wesley.wa.edu.au under the tab 

‘Wesley Community’ or by contacting Helen McNeice on 9368 8102 or helen.mcneice@wesley.wa.edu.au.  
 

Subjects being offered for July are: Accounting, Applicable Maths, Biology, Calculus, Chemistry, Discrete Maths, Economics, 

Political and Legal Studies, English, History, Human Biology and Physics.  
 

Mr Ted Kosicki 

Deputy Principal 
 



 
From the Head of Junior School 

Congratulations 
Mitchell Blakers (Year 6) came second in the Manjimup 15 000  Motocross event on the 

weekend. This was in the Under 12 division. His brother Brent (Year 3) entered but      
received no placing. Their younger brother Cameron (Preprimary) also entered and       

received a participation trophy. 
 

Swimming Lessons for Two Weeks 

Lessons commence for 6M, 4G, 5M, 2M, 3M, 1G and Preprimary M beginning next         

Monday. The students may come in Sports uniform and stay in it all day. Asthmatics 
must remember to bring their puffers. 
 

Feeling Good! 
Steve Heron and his team produced some great shows for the Junior School to think 

about sharing their feelings with others on Tuesday. The theme song ‘I Feel Good’ is still 
buzzing in my head! 
 

Bus Safety Advice 
Transperth is encouraging students to be more vigilant and safety conscious around buses. They are offering ipods as prizes for 

students to come up with an original way to convey one of the messages of the ‘Wait Before You Walk’ campaign: 

1. Be aware around traffic and wait before you walk onto the road 

2. Never cross the road in front of or behind a bus, or between two buses 

3. Avoid distracting influences when attempting to cross the road 

For more details I invite you to go to their website www.transperth.wa.gov.au and click on the ‘Wait Before You Walk’ Bus Safety 

Awareness link. The competition closes on Friday 3 July.  
 

Ms Jo Burns                 

Head of Junior School 

 
House System 

As our school continues to grow and blossom we have had some need to reshape and reinvent ourselves to keep pace with the 
evolving needs of our school population. Last year saw us move from a small school system of Pastoral Care, based on            

homerooms and individual communities within the wider school, to the House system and a vertical structuring of Pastoral 

Care more suited to larger schools. This year that model has been expanded from three Tutor Groups per House to four. As 
the School community continues to broaden we have continued to reshape our practice in accordance with systems of care 

which are aimed at keeping our strong community focus and connection. Throughout this year at GMAS the Heads of House 
and Executive have been doing a lot of work in finding the best balance for our Pastoral Tutor times and balancing up competing 

demands. 
 

The result of this thought has been to increase Tutor time and to programme that time in a way that fits with our vision of 

community, connection and care. This means finding ways to allow for real peer mentoring and connection across year groups, 

a place for each member of our community in the Pastoral Care of each other, an active hand in corporate worship and time 
that we can gather as a House, Year and School. 
 

Prior to the beginning of next term we will be moving to order our Tutor time in a way that more fully brings all of these           
desires and needs together in a simple and effective weekly programme. As a part of this we will be running a series of             

workshops for those in Years 7—10 following the upcoming examinations. 
 

We will still use the Tutor time for Chapel, Assembly and House meetings but will begin to programme in some time as year 

groups as well as running a coordinated pastoral course aimed at the retention of positive values as well as expanding a               
coordinated system of activities within House and Tutor groups. 
 

These changes will not alter the current timetable nor Tutor groupings. 
 

The major changes will be: 

 Chapel being separated from Assembly so that Chapel will be run in smaller groups compromised of two Houses. Each 



 
 member of the community will still be at Chapel once a week but in more intimate groupings. 

 Assembly will remain on Wednesdays and involve the whole Secondary School giving us time and space to attend to issues 

 pertaining to the whole Secondary School and to celebrate student achievements. 

 A single Pastoral Care curriculum delivered through Tutor Groups once a week based on the Positive Schools programme 

 which allows us to be pro-active to our community’s development. 

 Some of the weekly House Meetings will be reallocated as Year Group Meetings at strategic points of the year. 

 House and Tutor activities will be a part of the larger integrated Pastoral Care programme and will be run weekly. 
 

While these changes will have no impact on the wider timetable they will significantly increase our ability to provide a more          

integrated Pastoral Care system that nurtures student leadership and community. Further to this it allows us to maintain the 
community feel of the School while catering to an increasingly complex need to bring groups together and respond to the          

differing need of each of the groups in our school. 
 

If you have any further questions or specific detail please refer to the Tutor Programme below or contact the Senior Head of 

House Fr Tim Russell through the School reception. 
 

We thank you for your interest and support as our school continues to become all we can be. 
 

Fr Tim Russell 
Senior Head of House 

Weekly House Tutor Programme 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Example programme for a Hamelin Year 10 student (Tutor Group 2) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

BOOK CLUB 

We are currently looking for a volunteer to fill the position of Book Club Coordinator. If you would like to know more about 

this position please call Lorna on 9754 8583.  I will be available to train and help the new coordinator until they are               
comfortable with the Scholastic process. It is very easy and only occurs three times per year. It is a role that can be managed by 

a single person but in the past some coordinators have chosen to gather a group of three or four friends to help out. 
 

Lorna Liddelow 

Book Club Coordinator 
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Are you ready for the challenge?   

Isn’t it time you were thinking outside the box?  Step out of your comfort zone and have a go. 
 

Tournament of Minds is happening once again this year. 
 

We are looking for students that have strengths in many different areas.  If you haven’t tried TOM before then think about it.  If 

you are confident, dramatic, good problem solvers, like puzzles, have good leadership qualities, creative or think outside the 

box, you are the person we are looking for. 
 

Tournament of Minds is an international competition that involves students of different ages and incorporates many different 

skills from group work to leadership skills. Tournament of Minds tries to get students to be involved, participate and extend 
themselves. 
 

This year the National finals will be held in Brisbane. Who wouldn’t love to spend a few days in Brisbane enjoying the sunshine 
in the middle of October?  First, we have to get a team together, win at the regional finals and then the state finals but              

Queensland, here we come! 
 

If you are interested in more information on Tournament of Minds then go to www.tom.edu.au. As a facilitator I can see many 

benefits for students both in the classroom and elsewhere. 
 

Be Involved – Participate 

Complete the nomination letter and return to Mrs Anderson, Miss Wells or Ms Fink by Friday 12 June. 
 

Eisteddfod 

Once students have completed an Eisteddfod performance, please send them to see me so that results can be published in the 
What's On at the end of term (or alternatively, please email me at dde@gmas.wa.edu.au). Good luck! 

Mrs Donna Deroost 

Performing Arts Coordinator 
Art & Artists Focus—Week 10 

We still have a couple of gaps to fill for activities. If you think you can spare some time, we can give you an activity to run that 

has already been organised.  We just need someone to manage the activity.  There will be a teacher present to help supervise 
children. Come along and be a part of the fun.  Email or phone either Annie, Helen or Adele and ask us! 

A & A Committee  awi@gmas.wa.edu.au hpy@gmas.wa.edu.au awe@gmas.wa.edu.au 
 

CONNECTING DOWN SOUTH 

Calling all GMAS parents from Augusta, Margaret River, Cowaramup,            
Dunsborough and anyway else. We would love to meet you at the new 

CONFETTI Café (9755 9395; Bottrill Street COWARAMUP) at 9.45 am 
(straight after school drop off) on Thursday 11 June 2009. This is a new café, 

just near the Candy Cow. Come and join us for a quick cuppa.                          

Caroline Lill   aclill@westnet.com.au 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
Open Day 

It was a real pleasure to meet many new and existing parents to the school on Friday 29 May at the Open Day. A huge thank 

you to the committee members and PLNs, including Annie Douglas, Karen Johnson, Karen Beynon and Caroline Lill, for setting 
up and helping serve and having a chat with people.  This has proven to be a well received service to the School and you are all 

very much appreciated. Also, thank you to the staff who conducted tours and the students who helped with assistance 
throughout the morning. 
 

Ball Tickets 
This year’s P & FA Ball will be held on Saturday 5 September. Karen Kemp is again coordinating this fabulous event on our 

behalf.  The sensational theme for this year is Arabian Sands. Men in their Sheds wowed us all last year and they are back with 

more band members and a bigger sound! Tickets cost $125.00 per person and will include a three course meal, wine and beer. 
Tickets will be capped at 150 and are ON SALE NOW in the Uniform Shop. All enquiries to Jacqui Warner on 0418 

925 237. If you would like a table, please remember to pay for all ten tickets at the same time. EFTPOS facilities are          
available for all payments.  Be early to secure your tickets. 
 

Please feel free to contact me at any time on 0417 936 188 (M) or 9752 1977 (w). 
 

Mrs Marilyn Royer 

President 
 

 

Busselton Local Drug Action Group  

Are you a parent wanting to increase you knowledge about alcohol and other drugs? Are you interested in becoming involved 

with a group of local people who want to make a positive difference in their community regarding reducing alcohol and other 
drug-related harms?  

The Busselton branch of Local Drug Action Groups Inc will be hosting a two day CONNECT workshop on the 20th and 

27th of June 2009. Both days are Saturdays. The workshop is designed for parents of primary aged children. 
Cost: Free 

Morning tea and lunch included 
Positions are very limited (so book now!) 

Venue: TBA 

Contact details: 
Please contact Roni on 9752 1473 a/h to discuss a booking 

Or see http://www.localdrugaction.com.au/ for more details. 
 

 

Road safety Tips for Parents 

 Talk about and practice the correct way to cross the road with your child 

 Always drop off or pick up your child on the same side they leave or arrive on. This way, your child 

will not need to cross the road unaccompanied. 

 Young children have limited peripheral vision. Teach them to turn their heads properly and look in 

each direction before crossing the road 
 Alert your child to the dangers of distractions. Listening to musical devices loudly or playing around with friends can often 

mean they are not focused on their environment. Remind them to turn their music down and keep their games for the 
school grounds. Remind your child vehicles take time to stop. Never gamble on beating an oncoming vehicle. Play ‘The 

Breaking Game’ http://www.ors.wa.gov.au/uhtml/thisSite/youthroadsafety/games.html to test your child’s knowledge of 

stopping distances for cars.  
 Most importantly, remind your child they are precious to you and many others 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Front Office 

Parents please note: 
If your child/children are going to be absent from school, please notify the office on 9752 5252 by 9.30am. This is a duty of care 

issue and is in the best interest of the children at GMAS.  

Also any student leaving school early MUST have a written note in their diary. All late students or students departing early 
MUST sign in/out at the front office.  Students departing early must meet their parent/guardian at the front office. 

Student Banking is done each Tuesday. Application packs are available from the front office for any students wishing to take 
part.  

Mrs Vanessa Davis—Front Office                                                                                 

Soccer     

GMAS TEAM DATE TIME VENUE OPPONENT 

BILBYS U5 SAT 6 JUNE 10.00AM BCP CORNERSTONE 

JOEYS U6 SAT 6 JUNE 9.00AM BCP BSN STINGERS 

STRIPES U7 SAT 6 JUNE 12.45PM BCP GMAS STRIPES 

CRAZY 8S U8 SAT 6 JUNE 9.00AM BCP VASSE MAGPIES 

GOAFERS U9 SAT 6 JUNE BYE   

DRAGONS U10  SAT 6 JUNE 9.00AM BCP CORNERSTONE 

SHARKS U11 SAT 6 JUNE  12.00PM BCP BSN DEVILS 

UNITED U12 SAT 6 JUNE 9.00AM BCP ST JOEYS STINGERS 

STORM U13 SAT 6 JUNE 12.00AM MR MR WARRIORS 

HAMMERS U15 SAT 6 JUNE 9.00AM MR MR RAIDERS 

YOUTH LEAGUE GIRLS  SAT 6 JUNE 9.00AM BBP VASSE MAGPIES 

 

PITCH 

1A/1B 

1C/1D 

1A/1B 

1E/1F 

 

3 

4 

5 

5 

5 

B-2 

Hockey     

GMAS TEAM DATE TIME GROUND OPPONENT 

UNDER 8 POSSUMS SAT 6 JUNE 12.30PM 3 BSN PRIMARY 1 

UNDER 8 DINGOES SAT 6 JUNE 12.30PM 3 BSN PRIMARY 2 

Netball      

GMAS TEAM DATE TIME COURT OPPONENT 

NETTA SAT 6 JUNE 9.30AM 7 COASTERS BLUE 

SUB JUNIOR C SAT 6 JUNE 9.30AM 3 VASSE MAGPIES BLACK 

SUB JUNIOR B SAT 6 JUNE 10.55AM 5 COASTERS WHITE 

SUB JUNIOR A NAVY SAT 6 JUNE 12.10PM 3 ACES RAINBOWS 

SUB JUNIOR A TEAL SAT 6 JUNE 12.10PM 1 COASTERS WHITE 

U15 DIVISION 1 WHITE SAT 6 JUNE 2.45PM 3 DODGERS FLORANGE 

U15 DIVISION 1 TEAL SAT 6 JUNE 1.25PM 7 COASTERS BLUE 

U15 DIVISION 3 SAT 6 JUNE 2.45PM 7 COASTERS BLUE 



 
 

CALENDAR 

 
Monday 8 June 
PP—6 Swimming Lessons, Geographe Leisure Centre 
Yrs 7—9 Exams  
 
Tuesday 9 June 
Yrs PP – 6 Assembly 2.30 – 3.00pm 1M Presenting Class 
PP—6 Swimming Lessons, Geographe Leisure Centre 
Yrs 7—9 Exams  
Yr 9 Canberra Trip parent meeting 7.00pm (Resource      
Centre) 
 
Wednesday 10 June 
Yrs 7—9 Exams conclude 
Volunteers in Yrs 8 and 10 at Cliff’s Kitchen/St Mary’s Op 
Shop 9.30am - 1.30pm 
Year 3 BUZ Programme at School  
Yrs 7 - 12 Assembly/Chapel 10.45 - 11.30am  
UNSW International Science Competition  
PP—6 Swimming Lessons, Geographe Leisure Centre 
 
Thursday 11 June 
Yrs PP-2 Chapel 12.30—12.50pm 
Yrs 3-6 Chapel 2.35 – 3.05pm 
PP—6 Swimming Lessons, Geographe Leisure Centre 
Yrs 11 - 12 Examinations commence  
Regional Youth Literature Day Yr 9 selected students 
(Bunbury) 
 
Friday 12 June 
PP—6 Swimming Lessons, Geographe Leisure Centre 
Yrs 11 - 12 Examinations  
Regional Youth Literature Day Yr 10 selected students 
(Bunbury) 
 
Monday 15 June 
Yrs 11 - 12 Examinations  
Yr 10 Exams commence 
PP—6 Swimming Lessons, Geographe Leisure Centre 
Yr 9 into Yr 10 Subject Information evening 6.00pm 
(Resource Centre) 
 
Tuesday 16 June 
Yrs PP – 6 Assembly 2.30 – 3.00pm Selected Musicians 
PP—6 Swimming Lessons, Geographe Leisure Centre 
Yrs 10 - 12 Examinations  
 
Wednesday 17 June 
Volunteers in Yrs 8 and 10 at Cliff’s Kitchen/St Mary’s Op 
Shop 9.30am - 1.30pm 
Year 3 BUZ Programme at School  
Yrs 7 - 12 Assembly/Chapel 10.45 - 11.30am  
PP—6 Swimming Lessons, Geographe Leisure Centre 
Yrs 10 - 12 Examinations  

GMAS Café Roster 

Monday 8th June  

 

Monday  Deanne Smith (S1), Karen Johnston 
   (S2), Deborah Downie (S2) and  

   Debbie Schepis (S1)    

Tuesday  Grant Henley (S2), Sandy Sly (S1),  
   Amanda Rae (S1) and Kerry  

   Hanson (S2)  
Wednesday  Susie Landers (S1), Louise Gardner 

   (S1), Belinda Butler (S2) and 

   Claire Treloar (S2) 
Thursday   Kylie Witton (S2), Sue Gower (S1), 

   Janet Fields (S2) and Brenton Prigge 
   (S1) 

Friday  Kerrie Dunnett (S1), Shelly Allen  

   (S1) and Leanne Senbergs (S2) 
Café Duty  9.00am—11.30 noon OR 

   11.30am—1.30pm 

We need two people per shift. Please check next to 

your name to see which shift you are on:                  
S1 (shift1) S2 (shift2) 

If you can offer a full day, please feel welcome to 
do so. If your rostered shift is unsuitable, please phone 

and swap with someone else. Please give plenty of     

notice. Thank you for your support.  
Birthday Muffins/Cupcakes 

The Café is now able to prepare home-baked muffins or 
cupcakes for your child’s class to share with the         

special birthday boy or girl! Please contact the Café for 
more details. 
 

Mrs Sue Corn and Mrs Meretta Curnuck 
GMAS Café  

CALENDAR continued 

 
Thursday 18 June 
Yrs PP-2 Chapel 12.30—12.50pm 
Yrs 3-6 Chapel 2.35 – 3.05pm 
PP—6 Swimming Lessons, Geographe Leisure Centre 
Yrs 11 - 12 Examinations  
Yr 10 Exams conclude 
Yr 10 into Yr 11 Subject Information evening 7.00pm 
(Resource Centre) 
 
Friday 19 June 
PP—6 Swimming Lessons, Geographe Leisure Centre 
Yrs 11 - 12 Examinations conclude 



 

 
 

Georgiana Molloy Anglican School 

Human Swine Influenza Policy & Procedure 
 

1. Introduction and Purpose of the Policy 

Human Swine Flu (HSI) is a strain of the influenza virus that usually affects pigs, but which 

may also make people sick. HSI is an illness that causes symptoms similar to those of the 

regular human seasonal flu. Symptoms include a fever, nasal congestion, sore throat, 

cough and aches. 

 

The purpose of this Policy is to set out how the School will minimise the exposure of              

students and staff and the broader community to HSI. 

 

2. Scope of the Policy 

This Policy applies to all staff and students of Georgiana Molloy Anglican School including 

tutors and casual employees. 

 

3. Exclusion Practice and Notification of Overseas Travel 

To limit the potential exposure of HSI the School has decided to adopt a student and staff 

exclusion practice to minimise the exposure risk for the School community. This exclusion 

practice requires students and staff returning, or arriving, from certain countries affected by 

HSI to remain at home for seven days (the maximum incubation period) before returning to 

the School. 

 

The exclusion policy allows time for any illness related to travel, including HSI, to develop, 

and for prompt medical assessment and treatment to commence. If the student or staff 

member remains well for the seven day exclusion period they may then return to the 

School. 

 

4. Who the Exclusion Practice Will Apply to 

The exclusion practice will only apply to students and staff who have travelled to or are           

arriving from countries that have had community or school transmission of HSI. Currently 

the countries with community or school transmission are Mexico, USA, Canada, Japan and 

Panama. This list is subject to change, based on advice from government agencies. Should 

additional countries be identified as having community or school transmission the School 

will notify parents via email. 



 

5. School of Interest 

Human Swine Influenza is a notifiable disease. A confirmed case of HSI in a student or staff 

member who has attended the School whilst infectious will result in the School being                 

identified as a 'school of interest'. 

 

WA Health will investigate each HSI case and then make a decision on how to proceed 

based on the level of exposure and likely affect on other individuals. WA Health may decide 

to place those with immediate contact with the infected person into home isolation and               

provide them with an antiviral treatment. Alternatively WA Health may decide on a partial 

(e.g. only the infected persons class or year), or complete closure of the School. The              

decision to close the School would not be made lightly and full consideration would be given 

to the social support issues an unexpected closure may create for some families. 

 

Cooperation with the School policy and WA Health guidelines and decisions is important for 

public health and safety. The primary objective of the School and WA Health is to delay and 

limit the spread of HSI within the broader community. 

 

6. Standard Hygiene Practice 

All students and staff should continue good hygiene practices to minimise the spread of all 

infections, including HSI. The following practices will assist in reducing the spread of all          

infections during the influenza season; 

• Cover your mouth and nose if you cough or sneeze 

• Washing your hands after contact with soiled tissues or any contact with nose or 

throat discharge 

• Stay at home and seek medical attention you feel unwell. 

 

7. Contact Details 

If you have any questions in relation to HSI please contact the Business Manager, Mrs Ann 

Willis on 08 9752 5252.  

 

For further information about swine flu generally, please call the Influenza Hotline on 18 02 

007 (correct number). 

 

Additional information about HSI can also be accessed on the WA Health website 

www.health.wa.gov.au. 

 

The list of countries of concern can be found on the Department of Health and Ageing             

website www.healthemergency.gov.au. 

 

 

Bruce Rixon 

PRINCIPAL 



 


