MIDDLE SCHOOL
PARENT INFORMATION
Middle School learning is that critical time that is the bridge between childhood and adulthood in a
young person’s journey. As parents, carers, and educators it is our role to help guide and nurture the
Middle School student to become responsible, caring and kind, lifelong learners.
It is important to provide a stimulating, safe, caring, and supportive environment that enriches the
learning experiences and recognises the unique individual needs, interests, and abilities of our
students. I see it as a layered approach with the student in the centre, surrounded by the support of
their family, friends, staff and the whole school community working together, allowing everyone to
maximise their potential, thrive and be ready to face the next stage of their life journey.
Middle School practices include, but are not limited to good communication, pastoral care, curriculum
structure and delivery, camps and co-curricular activities that focus on the developmental needs of
our students: physical, cognitive, social, and emotional. The GMAS website has some excellent
information for parents and students.
Open communication is essential to building good relationships and knowing who to contact for what
and when is important. If you do have any pastoral concerns, please contact your child’s Home
Room teacher in the first instance or Head of Year. For academic concerns contact your child’s class
teacher or the relevant Head of Department.
Heads of Year in the Middle School
·Mrs Sarah Snow - Head of Year 7
·Mr Jeremy Barraclough - Head of Year 8
·Miss Chloe Verhaaf - Head of Year 9
The role of Head of Year is to oversee student well-being, ensure students feel safe, coordinate, and
organise camps, assist students and liaise with Home Room teachers and Head of School.
SEQTA - please familiarise self with this platform as all curriculum, lessons, assessments, and
feedback will be provided to students via SEQTA. If you do require log in details or having any issues
with SEQTA contact Reception here at school. The SEQTA Engage handbook for parents is
available using this link.
1:1 device program
This year the Year 7 students will be provided with an iPad as part of the 1:1 device program.
Unfortunately, due to delivery delays the iPads are yet to arrive at school. We are hopeful that
students will have their devices in the coming days. Year 8 & 9 students will continue to use the
MacBook Air.
All student devices are used as an educational tool throughout secondary school. Whilst at school
student use of device is monitored, however, at home it is up to parents to monitor, supervise and
ensure family rules are established. If you have any concerns regarding the device, please speak
firstly with Home Room teacher or you can visit the IT help desk in the Library.
iPad pencils are optional for Year 7 students and should they wish to purchase one to use please
ensure that it is the (2nd Generation) Apple Pencil– product code: MU8F2ZA/A for an iPad Air 4th
Gen.

Year Camps
Heads of Year are planning and coordinating each camp and will distribute detailed information
regarding the camps in the coming weeks, along with medical forms, dietary requirements,
equipment lists, etc.
Year 7 to Forrest Edge in Waroona
Year 8 to Busselton Jetty and Jarrahdene campsite near Hamelin Bay
Year 9 to Fremantle and Perth
Tutorials
There are several free study groups and tutorials available to students at GMAS as indicated below
are available and information is available on the website.
Students are encouraged to use the Cornell method of Note Taking – see YouTube tutorial for more
information.
Year 7 Homework Club
When:
Mondays (starting 14/2/22)
Time:
3:30-4:30pm
Where:
T&E2
Teachers:
Mrs Snow or Ms Uchanski

English Tutorials Years 7-12
When: Mondays
Time: 3:30-4:30pm
Where: English 4
Teacher: Ms Walker

Mathematics Tutorials Years 7-12
When:
Wednesdays
Time:
3:30-4:30pm
Where:
Mathematics Block
Teachers:
Dr Draper, Ms Verhaaf, Mr Brown
Student leaders
The Middle School student leaders for 2022 and their portfolios are:
Arts Leader - Catelyn Ashmore and Erika Zulsdorf
School Spirit Leader - Cale Donaldson and Ella Taylor
Service Leader - Drew West and Joel Hargreaves
Sustainability Leader - Ren Lee and Alby Braimbridge
Student Representative Council - Leah Quinn
The leaders meet each week and are role models for others throughout the school. They initiate
change, plan events and participate in a range of school activities throughout the year. There are
many opportunities for all students to step up and be leaders in our school community and I
encourage them to do so.

Upcoming events
Year 7 Beach Afternoon on Thursday 10 February
Secondary School Swimming Carnival on Wednesday 2 March
Character strength for 2022 - Kindness
As mentioned in my welcome email our focus character strength for 2022 is ‘Kindness’.
“Kindness is free, sprinkle it everywhere. Kindness is a language the deaf can hear and the blind can
see”
If you do have any queries about any of the above, please feel free to contact Home Room teachers
in the first instance, relevant Head of Year or myself.
Kind regards
Lisa Ness
Head of Middle School

